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SUMMARY
From January 19-29, 2017, Blair Thomas & Co. 
(BT&Co.) presented the 2nd biennial Chicago 
International Puppet Theater Festival, featuring 
109 performances, workshops, panel discussions, 
and family puppetry activities spanning 11 days at 22 venues 
across the city. By all measures, the Festival grew in strength and cultural impact since its creation 
in 2015. The number of presentations increased by 41%, the number of venues doubled, and the 
cultural partners collaborating on the Festival grew from 12 to 28. Of the 109 performances, 34 
sold out completely including the largest house (Studebaker Theater, 746 seats). BT&Co. also 
increased its ability to influence the artistic impact of the Festival and to secure earned income by 

independently presenting eight full productions, piloting a new professional development 
program called The Catapult, and presenting 18 free performances across the city with the 
Festival Neighborhood Tour.

In addition to expanding the volume of programming, the Festival expanded its scope 
of work behind the scenes as well. While BT&Co. approached the Festival as primarily a 
collaborative marketing initiative in 2015, the company undertook several new aspects of 
Festival management in 2017. The 2017 Festival welcomed 115 artists and visiting dignitaries 
from five continents who spoke nine different languages. Festival staff managed support 
for travel, logistics, and hospitality including securing 533 nights of lodging at the Warwick 
Allerton hotel.  The Festival also funded and facilitated acquisition of international visas for 
artists this year.

These enhancements produced remarkable results. The Festival 
brought puppetry to a local, national, and international audience 
of 14,356 people. Patrons came from 198 Illinois ZIP codes and 
34 US states as well as Hong Kong, Australia, Sweden, Poland, 
Mexico, and Canada. In addition to this remarkable reach in 
attendance, BT&Co. doubled its modest donor base and reached a 
record number of people via the press and social media.

The Festival is poised to take on 2019 with continued support, 
with the contracting of Festival partners, identification of new 
artists, and cultivation of leading donors already underway. 

Opening Night Audience

Open Eye Figure Theatre

Business Manager Kelley Dorhauer and Grants 
Manager Alex Monroe staff Front of House
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ACTIVITIES 
The 2017 Festival presented a wide variety of programming, including performances for adults 
and families, workshops for artists, events in neighborhoods outside of the city center, and open-
forum panel discussions for the general public.

Through its mainstage productions, the Festival offered audiences the 
singular opportunity to experience high quality puppet theater from numerous 
cultures and to witness local work in its global context. The Festival presented 
established artists of international profile while also providing a platform 
for new and experimental puppet theater across puppetry styles. Presenters 
across the city hosted performances in fully-equipped theaters, cabarets, 
and even a few rarely seen spaces. Artist performances revealed the power of 
puppetry to entertain, captivate, and facilitate discourse among contemporary 
audiences.  It began as it ended—with full houses and standing ovations at 
an opening night featuring the masterful work of French company Plexus 
Polaire and with closing 
performances by Iranian 
artist Hamid Rahmanian, 

which garnered the largest audiences of all 
(2,730). Throughout the Festival artists used 
puppetry to illuminate a range of forms, content 
and cultures: examine familial struggles with 
step siblings and divorce (Manual Cinema), 
share ancient Persian fairytales (Feathers of 
Fire), comment on losses caused by the mining 
industry (Silencio Blanco), and explore the roots 
of human desire in a measured battle with a 
lecherous vacuum (Geumhyung Jeong).

86    Mainstage Productions			                     3     Public symposium panels
	
18    Neighborhood Tour Productions	                   3     Workshops

  8     Family Drop-in Opportunities		                    6     Cultivation Events
 
  1     Four-day Artists Intensive, The Catapult

Director Hamid Rahmanian’s Persian Epic, Feathers of Fire

French company Plexus Polaire performs Cendres by 
Norwegian Director Yngvild Aspeli
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The Festival Neighborhood Tour brought an appreciation of puppetry to many corners of the 
city. These 18 free events invited families to share in a full day of performance, or to drop in for 
performances and puppet workshops as they pleased. Artist Magali Chouinard of Montreal 
performed the silent meditation The White Woman, Schroeder Cherry of Baltimore performed 
the historically informative Underground Railroad…Not a Subway, and Interstate Arts from Detroit 

celebrated the universal human experience of eating with Play With Your 
FOOD! Free performances took place at Navy Pier, the Chicago Cultural 
Center, Marquette Park, Hamilton Park, Garfield Park, Calumet Park, and 
Garfield Park Conservatory.

Several openly structured family opportunities provided patrons 
with the opportunity to see the creative process behind puppetry. At 
the Chicago Cultural Center, people were able to drop in on works-in-
progress and open studio presentations for Stephanie Diaz’ installation 
and Jabberwocky Marionettes.  At the Reva and David Logan Center, four 
artists welcomed Festival goers to open studios and work-in-progress 
presentations. 

A new program, The Catapult, offered practicing artists and those seeking to advance their 
understanding and exposure to contemporary puppetry a four-day intensive Festival experience. 
Through the curated program, participants gained exclusive access to the Festival and the local, 
national, and international artists performing within it. This pilot program accepted 22 participants 
and sold out within two weeks. Generous 
funding from individual donors provided 
four of the participants with need-based 
scholarships to the program.

The Ellen van Volkenberg Puppetry 
Symposium brought together practicing 
Festival artists with scholars to consider 
the intersection of puppetry with other 
disciplines and ideas. Topics included 
Puppetry and the Human Body, Puppets 
as Narrative, and Literary Adaptation to 
Puppetry. Two sessions took place at the 
MCA Chicago, with a third session at the 
Studebaker Theater in conjunction with the 
production of Feathers of Fire. The Symposium was presented by the Gray Center for Arts and 
Inquiry at the University of Chicago in cooperation with Blair Thomas & Co. and the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Chicago. 

(l. to r.) Magali Chouinard; Schroder Cherry; Detroit-based Interstate Arts with their Director Shoshanna Utchenik

Puppets as Narrative Panel Discussion

Family Activities 
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Public puppetry and related topic 
workshops featuring Puzzle Theatre, 
Jabberwocky Marionettes, and Silencio 
Blanco educated audiences throughout 
the Festival in addition to exclusive artist 
workshops for Catapult participants.

Festival celebrations included events before, during, 
and after the Festival. In the months preceding, Board 
members and volunteers coordinated the series of 
three Living Room Tour events, comprised of dinner 
and performances in private homes in Logan Square, 
Bronzeville, and Hyde Park. For the Opening Night 
Celebration on the first Friday of the Festival, the Board 
of Directors welcomed funders, donors, partners, 
artists, press, and cultural leaders to Victory Gardens 
Theater following the opening performance of Cendres 
by France’s Plexus Polaire. The Festival partnered with 
Pasfarda Arts & Cultural Exchange to host a Persian tea 
backstage after each performance of Feathers of Fire. 
The Festival also assisted with a closing celebration for 
patrons at Links Hall featuring heavy hors d’oeuvres in 
connection with the program Nasty, Brutish and Short.

Théâtre Puzzle

Paul Teruel & Katie Collins, Center for Arts 
Partnerships Columbia College Chicago

Mark Kelly, Commissioner, Chicago Department 
of Cultural Affairs & Special Events

Interim Board Chair Chuck Thurow talks to 
guests at Opening Night 

Puppeteer Schroeder Cherry with Board Members Cheryl Lynn Bruce and Claire Rice (Chair)
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Artistic Outcomes
Celebrating some of the most remarkable works in 
contemporary puppetry, the festival…signifies Chicago’s 
growing reputation as a leader in the art form’s renaissance.

– Hedy Weiss, Chicago Sun-Times

Chicago Festival shows off a thriving international art form.

– The New York Times

International Artists (7) 

Magali Chouinard (Canada)
Geumhyung Jeong (South Korea)
Plexus Polaire (France)
Puzzle Theatre (Canada)
Silencio Blanco (Chile)
Teatro dei Piedi (Italy)	
Vincent De Rooij (Netherlands)	  

National Artists (11)	

Schroeder Cherry (MD)
Great Small Works (NY)
Interstate Arts (MI)	
Liz Joyce (NY)	
Jesse Mooney-Bullock (OH)
Narcissister (NY)
Open Eye Figure Theatre (MN)
Hamid Rahmanian (NY) 
Molly Ross (FL)	
Liz Schachterle (MN)	
Michael Sommers (MN) 

Local Artists (10) 

Christopher Knowlton
Lookingglass Theatre Company
Mandala Ensemble & I Gusti 
Manual Cinema
Michael Montenegro	
Nasty Brutish and Short
The Neo-Futurists
Rough House
Myra Su
Vanessa Valliere



7ChicagoPuppetFest.org

Festival Report

The Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival seeks to radically redefine the popular 
notion of the art form and cement Chicago’s place as its international epicenter. Performances are 
carefully curated to select art forms and content adjacent to puppetry itself thereby helping to 
widen interest in and understanding of the form while also increasing its audiences. In 2017, 
18% of audience survey respondents reported that they had never seen a puppet show before.

In an age of contemporary, digital culture, puppetry thrives in defiance of the commonplace 
high-speed, high-tech conventions. At the Festival, audience members indulge their desire to 
be exposed to the world, inspired by creativity, and surprised by new artistry. The usually low-
tech nature of puppetry is not only gaining understanding, but feeding a populous hungry for 
real experiences that surprise them, connect them across cultures, styles and places, and move 
them toward their own purpose. In fact, 34% of audience survey respondents shared that they 
attended the Festival in order to energize their own creativity and 54% indicated international 
cultural performances as “very important” to them. Pervasive coverage of the 2017 Festival 
revealed a growing national interest in puppetry and Chicago’s Festival is guiding people to it. 

4

1  THE NEO-FUTURARIUM
 5153 N. Ashland Ave.

2 LINKS HALL
 3111 N. Western Ave.

3 VICTORY GARDENS THEATRE
 2433 N. Lincoln Ave.

4 CARDS AGAINST HUMANITY THEATER
 1917 N. Elston Ave.

5 CHOPIN THEATRE
 1543 W. Division St.

6 ADVENTURE STAGE CHICAGO
 1012 N. Noble St.

7 LOOKINGGLASS THEATRE
 821 N. Michigan Ave.

 8  MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART CHICAGO
  220 E. Chicago Ave.

 9  INSTITUTO CERVANTES 
  31 W. Ohio St.

10  CHICAGO CULTURAL CENTER
  78 E. Washington St.

11  CHICAGO CHILDREN'S THEATRE
  The Station, 100 S. Racine Ave.

12  THE AUDITORIUM THEATRE 
  425 W. Wabash St., 4th Floor
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 8  MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART CHICAGO
  220 E. Chicago Ave.

 9  INSTITUTO CERVANTES 
  31 W. Ohio St.

10  CHICAGO CULTURAL CENTER
  78 E. Washington St.

11  CHICAGO CHILDREN'S THEATRE
  The Station, 100 S. Racine Ave.

12  THE AUDITORIUM THEATRE 
  425 W. Wabash St., 4th Floor

13  STUDEBAKER THEATRE
  Fine Arts Building,  410 S. Michigan Ave.

14  THE DANCE CENTER OF COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO
  1306 S. Michigan Ave.

15  REVA AND DAVID LOGAN CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
  THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
  915 E. 60th St.

16  BEVERLY ARTS CENTER
  2407 W. 11th St. 
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SEE p. 46-49 FOR DETAILS 
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10 CHICAGO CULTURAL CENTER
 78 E. Washington St.

17 NAVY PIER
 600 E. Grand Ave.

18 GARFIELD PARK CONSERVATORY
 300 N. Central Park Ave.

19 CALUMET PARK
 9801 S. Ave. G

20 MARQUETTE PARK
 6743 S. Kedzie Ave.

21  HAMILTON PARK
 513 W. 72nd St.

15

Chicago Map of Performance Locations
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Work presented at the Festival enjoyed broad coverage and acclaim from the press and high 
demand at the box office. Silencio Blanco’s “artists manipulate sublimely crude-looking puppets 
with tender precision to tell a wordless story of coal mining” (Laura Collins-Hughes, The New 
York Times). Michael Montengro’s Kick the Klown… played to four sold out 
audiences and a well-sold added performance. Audiences packed the 
Studebaker Theater for Feathers of Fire—a Persian epic the size of a movie 
screen. As funding for the National Endowment for the Arts is potentially 
on the chopping block, The New York Times referenced the Chicago 
International Puppet Theater Festival in March 2017 as a reason federal 
funding should remain in place.

The Festival also had a significant impact on 
puppetry’s artist community both personally 
and professionally. In post-show speeches, the performers of Feathers of Fire 
revealed that the travel ban may halt their next month of touring and pleaded 
for international compassion and local action. Audiences rose to their feet in 
solidarity. High turnout prompted several local artists to add performances, 
and one featured international artist signed their next booking upon meeting 
a presenter immediately following one evening’s performance. The journal 
Puppeteers of America will feature an analysis of the impact on participants of 
The Catapult and American Theater Magazine is printing a follow-up piece on 
the Festival aimed at the theater field.

Michael Montenegro

Silencio Blanco
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AudieNce & Box Office
Because partner institutions handled all ticket sales in 2015, BT&Co. had virtually no existing ticket 
buyer information at the start of the 2017 Festival. The organization’s goal to build up the puppetry 
community demands consistent, targeted communication with all Festival patrons. In addition, 2015 
survey responses revealed that ticket buyers wanted more convenience and the ability to purchase 
shows across venues in one transaction (a “one-stop shop” experience).  This feedback led to the 
creation of a shared box office capable of selling tickets to shows at all 22 venues.

In partnership with the League of Chicago Theatres, BT&Co. identified 
Spektrix as the best ticketing platform to handle the Festival’s size and 
scope, and launched the program in the summer of 2017. Thanks to the excellent partnership 
and expertise of each organization’s staff, the Festival box office supported ticketing for all shows, 
integrated with the Festival’s website, created accounts for our existing patrons, provided discount 
codes to encourage multiple ticket sales, and more. 

	 How many people attended?

14,356     	Total Festival Attendance
9,451    	 Tickets through Puppet Fest box 		
	 office (other tickets sold via venues)
2,685        Attendance to free events

	 How did our donor base grow?

	 Number of donors doubled by the 	
	 end of the 2017 Festival

	 Where did our Patrons 		
	 Come From?

360     	 Zip Codes
198  	 Illinois Zip Codes		            
9    	 Countries

	  How did our database grow?

1,681        	Mailing list pre 2017 Festival
3,684	 Mailing list post 2017 Festival	
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pr And social media
With support from PR and social media professionals, the Festival achieved enormous reach in 
press and on social media.

	 1,196,949 	 Twitter post views (including retweets)
	 405,700 	 Facebook post views
	 9,200 		  Fan engagements (likes, comments, shares, etc.)
	 994 		  New fans and followers on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter

	 TV coverage: 	
	
	 Key Press:		     New York Times (national and international editions), Chicago Tribune, 	
				       Chicago Sun-Times, Midwest Living, Crain’s Chicago Business
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2017 Festival Partners 
Adventure Stage Chicago
Beverly Arts Center	
Blair Thomas & Co.
Calumet Park
Cards Against Humanity
The Center for Community Arts
    Partnerships at Columbia College	
Chicago Children’s Theater
Chicago Cultural Center
City of Chicago DCASE		
Garfield Park Conservatory	
Gray Center for Arts & Inquiry	
Hamilton Park		
The House Theatre Chicago
Instituto Cervantes de Chicago	

Istituto di Cultura di Italia
The League of Chicago Theatres
Links Hall
Lookingglass Theatre Co.
Mandala South Asian Arts
Marquette Park
Multilingual Connections
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago
Navy Pier
The Neo-Futurists
Pasfarda Arts & Cultural Exchange
Reva and David Logan Center for the Arts
Victory Gardens
The Warwick-Allerton Hotel

GARFIELD PARK
CONSERVATORY
ALLIANCE



12 Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival: 2017 Festival Report

Festival Report

The Festival team
		  Blair Thomas ..................................	 Artistic Director*
		  Sandy Gerding ................................	 Managing Director*
		
		  Kelley Dorhauer 	............................	 Business Manager
		  Alex Monroe ...................................	 Grants Manager
		  Anne Cauley ....................................	Director of Development
		  Meggie Keiser .................................	 Development Associate
	
		  Nic Barnum .....................................	Production Manager
		  Dayna Calderon 	.............................	FNT Production Manager
		  Julia Rohed/LOCT ...........................	 Box Office Manager/Staff
		  Kristin Haverty ...............................	 Catapult Director
		  Sarah Goone ...................................	 Catapult Coordinator
		  Jess Mott Wickstrom .....................	 Webmaster and Graphic Design
		  Andy Wickstrom ............................	 Video editing

	 Covey Law .......................................	 Artists Visas
	 Jay Kelly/L.C. Williams & Assoc. ...	 Publicist
	 Sarah Best Strategies ....................	 Social Media

		  Laura Miracle .................................	 Workshops
		  Chris Wooten .................................	 Production Asst./Driver
		  Shelby Shariatzadeh ....................	 Logistics/Driver
		  Sean Gunn .....................................	 Production/Driver
		  Samuel Barr ..................................	 Intern
		  Molly Bryson .................................	 Intern
		  Breanne Dengler ..........................	 Intern
		  Cyrus Stowe ...................................	 Intern
		  Zoe Holmes ...................................	 Production Asst.
		  Maddy Low  ...................................	 Production Asst.
		  Nicole Nienow ..............................	 Production Asst.
		  Phillip Solomonson .....................	 Photographer
		  Ushers ............................................	 The Saints

		  *Full time staff

Blair Thomas, Founder and Artistic Director
Photo by Saverio Traglia

Festival Staff at Opening Reception

Jay Kelly of LCWA
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Operations
Blair Thomas & Co.’s Role 
Blair Thomas & Co.’s role in the Festival expanded in 2017 
as curator, coordinator, and presenter. Leveraging strong 
partnerships and support, the Festival contracted eight shows 
(Narcissister, Feathers of Fire, Open Eye, Teatro dei Piedi, Magali 
Chouinard, Schroeder Cherry, Interstate Arts, and Plexus Polaire). 
This expansion of BT&Co.’s role ensured an artistically complete 

Festival worthy of the international moniker. 
Administrative improvements, such as increased 
staffing, establishing a permanent office space in the historic Fine Arts Building, 
and expansion of public-private partnerships, also allowed the organization to 
meet the increasing expectations to operate at an international level by peers – 
including the coordination of hospitality, lodging, visa acquisition, and ground 
transportation.

Travel and Hospitality
The Festival provided substantial hospitality, travel and artist visa support to 
accommodate the broad cross section of participants at the Festival coming from 
out of town. The Festival provided local transportation including two vans, drivers 
and logistical support, taking artists to and from theaters, events and hotels 
including to the Festival Neighborhood Tour far from the city center. This generous 
support allowed Festival Partners to commit to bring in national and international 
talent–some for the first time.  

Lodging
The Festival provided lodging for 115 artists and other VIPS traveling 
to the festival.  Thanks to a substantial partnership with The Warwick-
Allerton Hotel, the Festival secured a total of 533 nights of high quality 
accommodations conveniently situated at the center of the Festival 
venues. Other key visitors were welcomed in local homes.

Visas 
The Festival provided ongoing administrative support throughout the visa process.  Specialized legal 
expertise was contracted to secure international work visas for artists.  This turned out to be essential 
as many of the visa processes were accomplished with an expedited turn around time.  During the 
Festival, these visas were soundly in place during what turned out to be an unexpected and disruptive 
federal travel ban.

Italy's Teatro di Piedi

CIPTF Office in the Historic Fine Arts Building

The Warwick-Allerton Hotel
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the 2019 Festival
Plans for 2019 are already underway with high 
hopes as to what will be achieved. Many 2017 
partners have already confirmed involvement in 
2019. The budget has doubled as the Festival has 
evolved and Blair Thomas & Co. is seeking support 
from all sources to make 2019 even more successful 
than 2017.

The Board, staff, and artists of the Chicago 
International Puppet Theater Festival are grateful 
for the generous support received from all around 
Chicago and the globe. 2019

JANUARY 17-27

Thank you for supporting our mission to advance the
 art of puppetry, and to produce and present sophisticated 
work vital to the cultural life of Chicago and influential 

nationally and internationally.
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Blair Thomas & Co. gratefully acknowledges the following donors for their generous 
support of the Festival and Blair Thomas & Co.

Sponsors
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$10,000-$50,000

Jentes Family Foundation

Kristy Kitzmiller & 

Brandon Moran

Elizabeth Liebman

$5,000-$9,999

Cheryl Lynn Bruce & 

Kerry James Marshall

Marshall Frankel Foundation

$1,000-$4,999

Sara Farr & Lin Brehmer

Ginger Farley & Bob Shapiro

Ingeborg Kohler

Paul Levy

Pasfarda Arts & Cultural Exchange

Nina & Steve Schroeder

Rick Stoneham

Dene & Gordon Thomas

Chuck Thurow

$500-$999

Ellen Stone Belic

Aaron Greven & 

Kristin Boeke-Greven

John & Lisa Jensen

Claire Rice

Jane Sahlins

Eva Silverman & Charles Kite

Colleen Sims

Asheley B. Smith

Carol Trobe

Michelle Wilson

Angel Ysaguirre & Bob Webb

$100-$499

Anonymous

Rachel Bronson

Brian Asner

Liz Aviles

Michelle Balaz

William Bein

John Boesche &

 Jeanne Uzdawinis-Boesche

Leah Bohannon

Penny Cato

Rance Clouser

Patricia & Leonard Dominguez

Rose Dyrud

Mary Emmerick

Carol Farver

Renata Ferrari

Eva Field

Molly & Tom Fleming

Joanie Friedman

Tatiana Gant

Sandy & Dave Gerding

Tom Goodman & Rick Marzec

Laura Goone

Anna Greenberg

Lawrence Grimm

Susan & Phil Hague

Vered Hankin & 

B. Jeremy Kaufman

Carolyn J. Hillis

Katherine Hrinyak

Lynn Hyndman

Brian Inman

Chris & Sara Julsrud

Jan E. Kallish

Elizabeth Karpowicz

Maggie Kast

John Kennelly

Stephanie Konkol

John Kulczycki

Carrie Lannon

Cristina & Bennett Lasko

Kevin Lawler

Kate LeFauve

Susan Manning & Doug Doetsch

Cathleen Marine

Michelle McClennan

Maureen Mizwicki

Sidney Nagel & Young-Kee Kim

Ann Nathan

Network for Good

Eva Niewiadomski

Lee & Sharon Oberlander

Kim Ohms & Joseph Novelli

William Padnos & Margy Kaye

Rita Parida

Chris Peak

Emily Pela

Miriam Socoloff & 

Michael Presser

D. Elizabeth Price

Julia Rhoads & Alex Brenneman

Claire Rice

Jack Rubin & Pat Yuzawa-Rubin

David Rudman

Andrea Saenz & John Bracken

Rhoda & Michael Schlesinger

Marilena Serbanescu

David Shapiro

Mel Smith & Janet Carl Smith

Maureen Sweeney

Blair Thomas

Frank & Kathleen Thometz

Christy Uchida

Charles Vernon

Christine Watkins

Mary Williams

Eric Wind

Katrina Wittkamp

Dorothy Zalewski & Dan Engh

Rhyan Zweifler

Festival Suppºrters 

This list represents gifts made 
to Blair Thomas & Co. and 
the Puppet Festival through 
February 2017.  Please accept 
our apology and contact us if 
you notice an error.
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Up to $99

Anonymous (2)

Homer Abiad

François Aquino-Cutcher

Gayatri Batra

Emmy Bean

Daniel Bleil

Kathleen Butera

Max Callahan

David Carlson

Stephanie Carpenter

Christopher Carson

Tony Churchill

Cecilia Conrad

Michelle Cronin

Pamela Crutchfield

Amy Davis

Darren Davis Jr.

Camille De Frank

Susan Dickson

Faith Dusek

Richard Eastline

Daniel Eavenson

Sofia Eddy

Spencer Edwards

Clifford Einhorn

Jane & Mark Epstein

Luke Erickson

Christina Ernst

Milton Esbitt

Jessica May Escorcia

Miriam Ex

Tressa Ferrella

Vanessa Filley

Andrew Finko

Dominica Fisher

Bernadette Foley

Cameron Friedlander

Kathleen Gerdes

Richard Ginsburg

Dinesh Goburdhun

Suzanne Griffel

Chris Grodoski

Heather Groh

Mark Gullickson

Abbey Hambright

Laurie Hammel

Meg Hammond

Jennifer Hanna

Michael Hans

Mike Hartnett

Cynthia Ho

John Holden

Irina Hynes

Alex Jackson

Catherine Jasek

Cynthia Joho

Jack & Ginny Jones

Lisa Kaplan

Courtney Kelledea

Jay Kelly

Elise Kerr

Mohammad Khan

Todd Kiech

Kelly Kienitz

Eileen Klees

Raymond Koltys

Michael Korobov

Beth Kronfeld

Cholley Kuhaneck

Aki Kuhn

SPECIAL THANKS TO:  Barbara Abel, Yvonne Afable, Nathan Allen, Tom Artetis, Liz Aviles, Mary Kate Barley-Higgins, Adam Belcuore, Jill Bishop,  
Michelle Boone, Brett and Leslie Buxbaum-Danzig, Deb Clapp, Heidi Coleman, Katie Collins, Shoni Currier, Yolanda Cursach, Sheri Doyel, Eighth Blackbird,  
Dan Engh, Leigh Fagin, The Fine Arts Building Staff, Shellee Frazee, Kim Goldman, Susan Hague, Eli Halpern, Teresa Hernando Rojo, Deidre Huckabay,   
Heather Ireland-Robinson, Justine Jentes, Jacob Joiner, Kendall Karg, Chelsea Keenan, Dan Kerr-Hobart, Albera Lai, Jim Law, Jamey Lundblad, Frank Maugeri, 
Michelle McClennan, Peter McDowell, Bill Michel, Sydney Nagel, Pranita Nayar, Grace Needlman, Mike Oleon, Rebekah Paine, Stephanie Plenner, Julia Rhoads, 
John Rich, Samantha Rio, Jacqueline Russell, Jane Sahlins, The Saints, Roell Schmidt, Aaron Shapiro, Jackie Schroeder, Eva Silverman, Jeff Spitz, Heidi Stillman, 
Cyrus Stowe, Peter Taub,  Max Temkin, Paul Teruel, Phil Timberman, Carmelita Tiu, Anna Trier, Anna Marie Wilharm, Chay Yew, and Dorothy Zalewski

Carrie LaRue

Kenjiro Lee

Tom Lee

John Leonard

David Loeffler

Kevin Longstreth

Melynda Lopin

Elizabeth Luse

David Mactaggart

Susanne Mathewson

Bert Menco

Gicel Mercado

Teresa Meza

Janice Miller

Arthur Mixon

Ryan & Jesse Mooney-Bullock

John Moore

Kathy Moore

Kimberly Myers

Roxanna Myhrum

Betsy Nathan

Dan Neary

Susan Noel

John & Patricia O'Neal

Tim Oravec

Jason Palmquist

Georga K. Parchem

Ankit Patel

Ron Pateman

Jane Sisco Perkins

Clarisse Perrette

Haidy & John Peterson

Marcy Phillips

Lynn Powell

Chris Press

Hanna Przybylski

Kimberly Richards

Kendra Robinson

Jeremy Rosenberg

Rachael Ross

Lola Rucker

Agnieszka Rynkiewicz-Sarrafian

Camille Serbicki

Parita Shah

Robert Shatkin

Christopher & Hisea Shea

Mark Sherman

Terri Silverstone

George Sisson, Jr.

Norm Sloan

Magda Slowik

Keith Smith

Carrie Spitler

Jonny Stax

Courtney Tan

Margaret Temple

Allison Tenn

Joe Thielmann

Margaret Tomaszek-Witry

Ronald Tracy

Maria Vazquez

Marco Verzocchi

Peter Walton

Virginia Warren

Heather Whitman

Zachary Whittenburg

Julie Wilen

Michael Winston

Stefanie Wright

Kristine Yasutake



Bºard of Directors 
Claire Rice, Chair
 
Chuck Thurow, Vice Chair/Interim Chair
Architecture and Planning Professional
Formerly, Executive Director at Hyde Park Art 
Center
 
Rick Stoneham, Treasurer
Formerly, Senior VP at JP Morgan Chase & Co.
 
Colleen Sims, Secretary
Executive Director, Project Onward
 
Cheryl Lynn Bruce
Ensemble Member, Steppenwolf Theatre
 
Andrea Saenz
First Deputy Commissioner, Chicago  
Public Library

Robert Shatkin 

Asheley Smith
Director of Development, The Family Institute  
at Northwestern University
 
Blair Thomas
Artistic Director & Founder, Blair Thomas & Co./
Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival
Adjunct Associate Professor, The School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago
 
Angel Ysaguirre
Executive Director, Illinois Humanities Council

Pat Yuzawa-Rubin

contact
To donate online, visit chicagopuppetfest.org  or make 
check payable to Blair Thomas & Co. and send to:

Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival
410 S. Michigan Ave, Studio 501
Chicago, IL 60605
312-753-3234

Rough House. Photo by Brave Lux.
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This list represents board 
membership as of May  2017.


